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than five (5) acres, contact the health district 
at (419) 784-3818 to determine if review is 
required; 
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Bare Lots: 
 
1. A soil evaluation, site review and fee* is 
required. Property owner or designated 
agent shall contact the health district  or a 
soil  scientist for soil  evaluation.   
 
Lot with Existing Dwelling/ Structure: 
 

2. If review is required, an application and fee* 
must  be  submitted  to  the  health  district  to 
begin the process. Please look below for the 
following scenarios: 

 
Multiple Bare Lots and Subdivisions:   
 
1.  

 1.    A soil evaluation and site review are not 
required. A sewage system report and 
fee* is  required.  This process requires that 
the septic  tank be pumped by a registered 
septic hauler and then the health district 
will inspect the system for repair. 

A soil evaluation, site review, and fee* is 
required for each lot.  If more than twenty-five
 lots are be-ing proposed, the applicant must 
contact the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency at (419) 352-8461.

How do I get my proposal approved? 
 
1. If the proposed new lot or subdivision is less 

New  Lots
 

Subdivisions 
And  

*Call Defiance County General Health District 
or check our fee schedule for current fees   



Subdivisions and New Lots 

 The proposed split requires a variance to the 
county subdivision regulations.   

How Does Chapter 3701-29 of the OAC Affect Prop-
erty Owners? 
 
Effective January 1, 2015, persons proposing a subdi-
vision  or new lot for review will need to submit the 
following items to the health district to receive pre-
liminary approval: 
 
 A completed application and associated fees; 
 A scaled drawing prepared in accordance with 

3701-29-08(B)(3) of the OAC; 
 A soil evaluation completed in accordance with 

OAC 3701-29-07 for each proposed lot; 
 
Prior to the field inspection, the proposed bounda-
ries must be staked or marked. 
If or when 25 or more lots are proposed: 
the request shall include written consultation from 
the Ohio EPA concerning risks to surface and ground 
water resources and the subdivision’s accessibility to 
existing sanitary sewerage systems as per 3701-29-
06(I) of the OAC; 
For proposed subdivisions located: 

 Within the inner management zone of a public 
water system; or  

 Located in a floodway or one hundred-year 
flood plain; 

 Located in a wetland subject to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers; 

 Located within the sanitary isolation radius of 
a public water system; and  

 Where soil and site conditions prohibit com-
pliance with 3701-29 of the OAC. 

The purpose of the review is to prevent the crea-
tion of parcels that would not have adequate land 
area or soil conditions to install a new or replace-
ment sewage treatment system.   
Ohio law requires that all sewage effluent be kept 
on-lot and treated through a soil absorption com-
ponent.  This requires a significant area of undis-
turbed soil (up to 0.4 acre for a 3 bedroom 
home). 

 the proposed split will create any parcel that 
is less than five (5) acres or, 

What is a Soil Evaluation?  Why and When Do I 
Need One? 
 
A soil evaluation is done to determine site and 
soil characteristics present on the property.  Soil 
evaluations can also determine whether a sewage 
treatment system can be sited on the proposed 
subdivisions or new lots.    
 
Soil evaluations are also used to determine the 
size and design of sewage treatment systems.  
The health district or other qualified person, as 
defined in 3701-29-07 of the OAC, can conduct 
soil evaluations.    
 
Sewage treatment systems cannot be installed on 
lands: 
 

 
A soil evaluation will be required when a pro-
posed subdivision or new lot is bare land only.  
Existing lots that have dwellings with sewage 
treatment systems do not require a soil evalua-
tion at this time. 
 
 

 Within a hydrogeologically sensitive area: 
 
The application shall include the map or inner man-
agement zone  and the proposed density and design 
of a sewage treatment system. 
 
Lots must be sized to accommodate components, 
replacement areas, buildings, drive-ways ponds, geo
-thermals, water supply, and  all required set-backs. 
 

Background 
 
The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) estab-
lished a Sewage Treatment Systems Rule Advisory 
Committee (RAC) to provide comment and help 
develop consensus on proposed rules.  The RAC 
has held regular meetings from October 2010 
through November 2012.  In 2013 ODH and RAC 
began the process to establish a revised version 
of Chapter 3701-29 of the Ohio Administrative 
Code (OAC) to govern sewage treatment systems 
in Ohio.   Chapter 3701-29 became effective Janu-
ary 1, 2015. 
 
Why do health districts look at lot splits? 
 
It’s the law.  Chapter 711. of the Ohio Revised 
Code requires planning commissions to refer sub-
division and new lot applications to the local 
health district.  In Defiance County, proposed 
subdivision and new lot applications are reviewed 
by the health district only if: 
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