
 

 

Agenda 

POWER Defiance County Meeting 
DATE: February 9, 2023 

TIME: 8:30- 10:00 am 

Location: Defiance County East 

Purpose: CHIP Progress Updates and Early Childhood Intervention Programs Education 

Facilitated by: Defiance County General Health District  

 

Topic Discussion Decision, Action/Assignments 

Welcome and Introductions Members greeted each other and introduced 
themselves 

 

CHIP Dashboard-Brian Heil Brian provided a brief overview of the 
previous meeting and updates to the CHIP 
progress tracking document.  
 
Brian provided a progress update through Year 
1 (2022) for the CHIP.   
 

The updated tracking document can be found at: 
https://defiancecohealth.org/power-defiance-
county/#resources 
 
Continue to email tjessing@defiancecohealth.org with any 
completed/progress on action steps. As action steps are 
completed, the progress document will be updated which will 
then be reflected on the CHIP Progress Dashboard. 
 

Early Childhood Intervention 
Programs-Dennis Myers 

Dennis gave a presentation on Early Childhood 
Intervention Programs. Programs are free to 
those within the 4 county area (Defiance, 
Henry, Williams, Fulton). To be eligible, 
children must have a physical/mental 
diagnoses, developmentally delayed, or 
receive a clinical opinion (such as abnormal 
behavior or sensory issues). Early intervention 

More information can be found at 
www.ohioearlyintervention.org  
 
Dennis Myers can be contacted at dmyers@defianceedd.org  
 

https://defiancecohealth.org/power-defiance-county/#resources
https://defiancecohealth.org/power-defiance-county/#resources
mailto:tjessing@defiancecohealth.org
http://www.ohioearlyintervention.org/
mailto:dmyers@defianceedd.org
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provides their services in natural 
environments for children (home, daycare, 
YMCA, playground). Families are involved in 
the interaction. When providers go into 
homes, providers use only the toys/objects 
that is provided in the homes so children can 
are more familiar with the toys/objects and 
they can practice when the providers are not 
there.  
 
Early Childhood developmental screenings are 
available for free for children ages 0-5 years 
old.  
 

ACEs and PACEs Overview and 
Interactive Activity- Taylor 
Jessing 

Taylor gave a presentation on Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Positive 
Childhood Experiences (PACEs). Learning 
about ACEs and PACEs is important because it 
can impact a child’s development, leading to 
substance use disorders, toxic stress, chronic 
illness, mental health, and more.  
 
Taylor had the group break out into groups 
and brainstorm ideas that could fall into 4 
categories: Individual and family risk factors, 
Community risk factors, Individual and family 
protective factors, and community protective 
factors. Risk factors increase the risk of 
experiencing ACEs while protective factors 
decrease PACEs. Taylor then had groups break 
up and subcategorize each idea.  

Awareness of ACEs and PACEs and the effect they have on 
childhood development and chronic disease later in life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos are attached of what the groups brainstormed and how 
groups categorized each idea.  

Round Robin/Adjourn DCGHD: Brian Heil updated the group on the 
growth of the health promotion division. He 
also updated the group on the Health Equity 
Report.  Stacy Lucas updated the group on the 
programs starting back up post-COVID. Matter 

Awareness/Promote programs 
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of Balance program (fall prevention) is 
completing its first session Friday, with other 
sessions starting in March and early spring. 
Taylor Jessing mentioned her excitement for 
Drug Free Coalition and Drug Free Leadership 
council meetings to be starting back up.  
 
Becky Simpson-Saint John UMC: Made the 
group aware of the backpack program (lunch 
program for children). St John UMC hosts the 
weekly program. 
 
 
NOCAC-Head Start- Sheana Behringer: 
Provided an update that they now have 9 
sites. 
 
 
Tonie- Four County ADAMhs Board: The board 
is investing $50,000 in transportation across 
the Four Counties to provide transportation 
for mental health services. Attendance at 
quarterly Crisis meetings has continued to 
grow. Tonie opened the invitation for the 
meetings to JFS. 
 
 
 
Early Intervention-Dennis Myers: Autism 
referrals have gone up. 2 team members are 
being trained on how to work with children 
with autism.   
 
 
New Home Development-Hilary Kunesh: 
Recently closed on 16 acres. 100 units of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Awareness/Promote programs 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheana provided information on a Resilience film which can be 
found here https://kpjrfilms.co/resilience/  
 
 
 
Awareness/Promote programs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Awareness/Promote programs 
 
 
 
 
 
Awareness/Promote programs 
 
 

https://kpjrfilms.co/resilience/
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affordable housing will be build. 1 acre will be 
for substance use recovery housing.  
 
 
FCFC- Julie Voll: A lot of great meetings and 
collaborative work. New funding has allowed 
to see more youth.  
 
 
NOCAC-Angie Franklin: More grants have 
allowed for more prevention programs and 
access to more trainings. Looking to relocate 
to allow for a 1 stop shop of services.  
 
Recovery Services-Ruth Peck: They have 
increased in staff which has allowed them to 
increase their services. They are reaching 
about 50-60 classrooms and are working with 
school resources officers to get into more 
schools. 
 
 
MVGC-Karen VonDeylen: MVGC has new staff. 
Staff members are getting EMDR trained. They 
are able to get into all the school districts 
within the county.   
 
 
JFS: Kyle Rodecap provided an update that 
they secured a lot of funds last year. Susan 
Gonwick asked to refer adults to their services.  
 
 
Defiance County Senior Services-Allison 
Gonzales: Excited for services to be starting 
back up. Late night meal program has been 
going well.  

 
 
 
 
Awareness/Promote programs 
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Next Meeting:  

May 4, 2023 @ 8:30am – Defiance County East Second Floor Conference Room 
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